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February 11, 2010
With Valentine's Day this weekend and wedding season around the corner, it seems there's no finer time explore my favourite romantic design schemes featured in some of the newest hotels worldwide. 
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UXUA, Trancoso, Brazil 
Designer: Wilbert Das
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Rather than creating a hotel with rooms, houses were chosen to provide privacy and accommodate longer visits. Das conceived the entire UXUA project as a tribute to the region and it has been built in collaboration with a group of local artisans and builders skilled in traditional construction methods. Décor is composed of antiques and local art as well as hand-made furniture and fixtures crafted on-site. Fallen trees on the property have been carved into benches, sinks, tables and sculptures--including an enormous outdoor shower carved out of a standing tree trunk.

Lešić Dimitri Palace Korčula 
Designer: Attayut Piravinich 

An 18th century bishop's palace and five medieval cottages have been upgraded with modern necessities like high-speed wireless Internet, plasma televisions and iPod docks. The hotel design pays homage to the island's most famous former resident, Marco Polo, who would doubtless have benefitted from some of the hotel's other perks, especially the private transfers by speedboat. 

Thai interior specialist Attayut Piravinich cleverly designed each of the six residences to emulate a particular destination on Polo's Silk Road travels. Bespoke furniture was shipped in from Thailand and each residence has a fully-fitted kitchen. Copperhill Mountain Lodge, Åre, Sweden
Designer: Koncept Stockholm Architects 

Some 2,000 tonnes of slate was sourced from nearby Offerdal and used both inside and on the exterior, from flooring to a soaring lobby fireplace. Oregon pine features on the ceilings and wall panels in the rooms, suites, in parts of the reception and restaurant, along with other natural materials including spruce and leather. 

Mixing design features such as Eames RAR rocking chairs with reindeer and cow hides, Koncept styled the 112 rooms and suites using a broad range of high-spec suppliers such as Smeg through to a more unlikely source: Jamtli, the local county museum. 
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Mardan Palace, Antalya, Turkey 
Designer: Zeynep Fadıllıoğlu, Julian Reed, Hakan Külahçı, KLAFS 

It is a glittering spectacle with jaw-dropping details including the enthusiastic application of more than 10,000 sqm of gold leaf and 23,000 sqm of Italian marble. At times its splendour borders on excess. However, a design scheme inspired by Istanbul's architecture and the concept of east meets west makes a clever statement that can be appreciated with or without gold bathroom basins. 

Guests can cross over the Mardan's massive pool via gondola or bridges based on original designs of the Da Vinci Bridge in Istanbul. Inside, the 3,200 sqm lobby boasts a 21m high stained glass ceiling done in traditional Ottoman style. More than half a million crystals were used on the ceilings, chandeliers and lifts, not to mention the ceilings in the spas saunas and steam rooms. 'Nuff said.
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(Also pictured up top) 
Sanctum Soho, London 
Designer: Lesley Purcell 

Bohemia meets rock 'n' roll glamour, all in the name of indulgence. Six distinctive schemes for the bedrooms and suites allow guests to choose from a selection of room types, such as 'crash pad' for short stays or a junior suite with in-room, freestanding baths. 

Options include a flirty and feminine boudoir in pale nudes and pinks with French Louis XIV-style furniture and circular beds and a glitzy and glittery monochrome option with mirrored surfaces, silver drapery, glass-beaded wallpaper and liquid silver tiles Or, for the ultimate in indulgence, there is the garden loft suite styled in velvety reds and bronzes and featuring two freestanding baths, shower rooms, its own cocktail bar and private roof terrace. 
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